- Oftidially “classified” infor- 
mation is fair game for the 
media these days, and the 


"problem is compounded by 


the fact that the media rarely 
know the “why’ of classifi- 
cation, 
Take the subject of “coy- 
“er.” The public is convinced 
that intelligence officials post- 
ed overseas live under a 
“cover” — which they equate 
with a false identity. They 
also believe that if their cover 
is “blown” — exposed — 
' their utility at once ceases. A 
heavy sprinkling of media 
representatives will publish at 
once the identity of any in- 
_telligence official _ they 
stumble across, apparently 
under the impression that 
they are somehow contrib- 
uting to a more open society. 


’ This is arrant nonsense,. 


CIA officials posted abroad, 
for. example, almost in- 
variably go under their true 
identities, and their CLA stat. 
us is known to the host gov- 
ernment. Almost invariably 
~- especially if they have 
Served overseas before — it 
is also known to the KGB, 
There are only two reasons 
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why such officials do not put 
a brass plaque reading “CIA” 
on their office doors, and net- 
ther has a direct bearing on 
thelr operational utility: © 

First, the official admission 
that they were present in the 
country would be politically 
embarrassing ‘to the host gov- 
ernment, no matter how friend- 
ly it was to the United States. 

Second, the disclosure would 
inevitably subject the official 
and his family to harassment, 
in many areas of the world 
extending to kidnaping and 
assassination, 

The official consequently 
goes under a “cover for stat- 
us” -—~ State, military- or 
some such — which allows 
him to conceal his sponsor- 
Ship in his ordinary comings 
and goings. (He may use a 
false identity, lightly hack- 
Stopped, in actually dealing 
with agents, but he will -not 
live under this “cover for ac. 
tion.’’) 

On rare occastons the offi- 
cial may live overseas as the 


employe of a civil firm, con- | 


cealing not only his in- 
telligence sponsorship but 
also any connection with the 


Donati’ Orris /an analysis 
lost governments know identities of CTA, off 


U.S. government, but in’ such 
cases the management of the 
firm always— but always— 
knows who he is. ; 
The exceptions to this are 
behind the Curtain, or in’ oth- 
er “denied areas,” even 
though the host government 
almost undoubtedly -knows 
whom he is working for any- 
way. The Soviets, for ex- 
ample, subject all Americans 
in our embassy to massive 
Surveillance, They may know 
perfectly welt that Aloysius Q 
McGillicuddy is a CIA Officer, 
but if he is publicly labeled 
as such they can hardly as- 
sent to his posting, ; 
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Identification is no real 
problem — a glance at the of. 


**FSOs,’' while the “in. 


tegrated’ agency hands are : 
Foreign Service Reserve — : 


“SSRs.” The Siate Depart- 
ment adamantly refuses to let 


the agency use the FSO label } 
~~ at a dinner party, Dean : 
Acheson once pointed this out ! 
to Allen Dulles and asked him : 
why he didn’t change it: Dul-: 
les's reply, alas, has been lost j 


to histery. 

-.The media regard such 
“spook-hunting” as — sport. 
Jack Anderson’s column, for 
example, recently and quite 
gratuitously published 
_ideniiiy of the man slated for 


. CIA station chief th Peking. | 
It was unquestionably known 


to the Chinese already, but 
the posting 
gered. - 


. Time magazine considered : 
(and finally Killed) a list of: 


Station chiefs in various coun- 


tries. Although known to the. 


host governments in all cases, 


publication of those in the. 
Mideast and much of Latin: 


America, would have forced 


their recall for their own - 


safety and that of their fami- 
lies. 
Such  puerile 


been a need for informed de- 
bate on the role of 
telligence operations in- our 
foreign affairs, but it’ will 


never come until there . is- 


some understanding of what 


the equities are — what is. 
significant and what is irrele. - 


vant. 


For all the coverage we cat : 


these days, there are few 


signs that such understanding — 
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ficial Biographic Register: will : 
pick most of the ringers, Le i 
gitimate diplomats are: 


the | 


was thus endan- ; 


needling : 
Serves no practical purpose; | 
: it is sheer irresponsible jour- - 
nalism. There has always 


in- 
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